THE DAWN OF LIBERATION

is high. The German General Staff system, which we failed to liquidate
after the last war, represents an Order comprising many thousands
of highly-trained officers and a school of doctrine of long, unbroken
continuity. It possesses great skill, both in the handling of troops in
action and in their rapid movement from place to place. The recent
fighting in Italy should leave no doubt on these points.

It is true that the results of our bombing have had a noteworthy
effect upon Germany's munitions production. In the people they have
produced a dull apathy, which also affects munitions production
and all A.R.P. services. The splendid victories of our Soviet Allies
on the Eastern front are inflicting immense losses upon the enemy.
The fact that so many of the enemy's divisions have been drawn into
Italy and into Yugoslavia, while other large bodies of his troops are
held in France and the Low Countries by the fear of invasion, has been
a help to these victories. Moreover, the Anglo-American bombing
of Germany, absorbing, as it does, above three million Germans, has
drawn, together with other British and American activities, four-
fifths of the German fighter force to the British and American front;
and I believe a large proportion of their bombers are employed against
us and our American Allies.

This also has been of assistance to the Soviet Union, I think these
statements should be made in justice to the Western Allies. They in
no way detract from the glory of the Russian arms. It must also be
be borne in mind, in surveying the general foundations of the scene
as we see it to-day, that as the German troops retreat westwards they
will find many opportunities of narrowing their front, and that if they
choose to cut their losses in the Balkans or in the Italian peninsula
at any time, a considerable number of divisions can be made available
for the purpose of strengthening their central reserve. It is far from
my wish to make any boastful statements about the part which this
island is playing in the war. It has, however, been borne in on me
that the interests of the Alliance as a whole may be prejudiced if its
other members are left in ignorance of the British share in the great
events which are unfolding. The Dominions also have the right to
know that the Mother Country is playing its part.

I think it is therefore my duty to state a few facts which are not
perhaps generally realized. For instance, since January ist, 1943, up
to the present time, the middle of February, ships of the Royal Navy
and aircraft of the Royal Air Force, that is to say the Forces of the
Mother Country only, have sunk more than half the U-boats of which
we have certain proof in the shape of living prisoners, and they have
also destroyed 40 per cent, of the very large number of other U-boats
of which either corpses or fragments provide definite evidence of
destruction. Again, on the naval side, apart from enemy U-boats we